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Cycle 

 

Topic/Unit Title – Big 

Question 

 

Content Coverage 

 

Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s 

curriculum 

 

1&2 To what extent does 
music enhance (or 

detract from) the 
visual scene in a 
film? 

 

 
 

• The musical elements. 

• Diegetic and Non-diegetic music 

• Leitmotif 

• Melody shape and movement 

• Melodic devices 

• Harmonic movement 

• Sonority 

• Foley and at the art of sound effects 
 
Content will be covered through a variety of musical genres 
including: 

• Film music 

• Classical music 

• Music technology 

Students will continue to develop their theoretical 
knowledge and ability to read musical notation, 
building upon their prior knowledge learnt in years 7 
and 8. In this topic students will explore film music and 
will become familiar with the different uses for sound 
and music in creating/contrasting an emotion, setting a 
scene, enhancing actions and movements, telling a story 
through performing soundtracks for a film. 

 

3&4 What happened to 
music with 

computers were 
invented? 

 

 
 

• Digital audio workstation 

• Music technology software 

• Navigating and using transport tools and 

arrangement windows 

• Audio and MIDI instruments and data 

• MIDI editing tools and skills 

• Quantising 

• Mixing, panning and automation 
 
Content will be covered through a variety of musical genres 
including: 

• Music technology 

• Popular music 

Students will continue to develop their theoretical 
knowledge and ability to read musical notation, 
building upon their prior knowledge learnt in years 7, 8 
and 9. In this topic students will develop practical music 
technology skills in using a digital audio workstation. 
Here, students will learn to input and edit MIDI data 
and sounds while recreating popular music pieces. 
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