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Cycle Topic/Unit Title – 

Big Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

 

1 
How do I craft 

texts? 

 

 

Students develop their craft of fiction and non-fiction writing through exploring 

different approaches and styles of wrtitng.  

 

 

 

 

Independently write in a range of styles, using appropriate tone, vocabulary and methods.  

Write with technical accuracy.  

 

2 
Are we all 

equal? 

Students study Animal Farm by George Orwell.  

 

Students explore the development of characters, themes, narrative and setting across 

the novella.  

Read a range of different texts from different time periods confidently. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop own, evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 

 

 

3 

How are ideas 

about nature 

explored in 

poetry? 

Students study a range of Romantic poetry and poetry linked to the theme of nature 

 

 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods confidently. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop own, evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 

 

4 Is Macbeth a 

Tragic Hero? 

 

Students study Macbeth. 

 

Students explore, through engagement with the play and plot development of one of 

Shakespeare’s most celebrated tragedies, examining tragic elements and 

characterisation.  

 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods confidently. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop own, evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 


