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Cycle Topic/Unit Title 

– Big Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1&2 Drama 

What is the 

Purpose of 

Performing 

Arts? 

• Students are expanding their knowledge of the key elements and skills required 

in Drama, embedding upon their prior experience and knowledge from Year 7 

and 8.  

• Students will explore the text Blood Brothers by Willy Russell. Through practical 

workshops they will explore themes and purpose of theatre by using a variety 

of theatrical conventions to re-create different sections of the script.  

• Students will use semiotics to enhance their performances whilst working through 

a range of styles of theatre.  

• Students will look at the following styles – Musical Theatre, Epic Theatre (Brecht) 

and Naturalism (Stanislavski).  

• Throughout the cycle students will work towards an off-script performance for 

an audience.  

• Elements and outcomes including: 

o Elements of Stagecraft – Voice, Gestures, Posture, Positioning, 

Movement, Facial Expressions, Stillness, Volume, Pitch, Pace, Tone, 

Gait.  

o Theatrical Conventions – Narration, Mime, Still Image, Flashback, 

Role-Play, Marking the Moment, Thoughts Aloud, Direct Audience 

Address, Exaggeration, Stock Characters, Ensemble and Dance, 

Cross-Cutting, Tension, Scene Structure, Dramatic Irony. 

o Elements of Theatre – Artistic Intention through Semiotics: Atmospheric 

Music; Sound FX; Lighting; Set; Props; Costume. 

o Creating, Performing and Responding.  

3&4 Drama 

How Can We 

Unlock Our 

Creativity? 

• Students are expanding knowledge of the key elements and skills required in 

Drama, embedding upon their prior experience and knowledge from Year 7 

and 8 and Cycle 1/2 of Year 9.  

• Students will look at devising and screen and television acting whereby they will 

look at ensemble plays and duologues. 

• Students will look at two different various contemporary practitioners to 

explore different styles of acting for stage and screen. 

• These workshops will inform how to approach the given texts and allow students 

to craft a piece of performance based on the plays given. 

• Elements and outcomes including: 

o Elements of Stagecraft – Voice, Gestures, Posture, Positioning, 

Movement, Facial Expressions, Stillness, Volume, Pitch, Pace, Tone, 

Gait.  

o Theatrical Conventions –  

▪ Complicité - Choral work, Movement, Improvisation, Props,  

▪ Frantic Assembly - Chair Duets, Swipe Duets, Lifts, Physical 

Theatre (Bodies as props). 

o Elements of Theatre –  Artistic Intention through Semiotics: 

Atmospheric Music; Sound FX; Lighting; Set; Props; Costume. 

o Creating, Performing and Responding. 


