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Cycle Topic/Unit 

Title – Big 

Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1+2 Did the 

Industrial 

Revolution 

benefit 

everyone? 

• Why the Industrial Revolution happened in Britain 

• Growth of cities and changes to society 

• Problems of industrialisation: housing, disease and 

pollution 

• Improvements to public health and factory conditions 

• New technology, railways and steamships 

• Crime and punishment during the Industrial Revolution 

• Expansion of the British Empire and colonisation 

• Exploration and the search for the Northwest Passage 

• Medical advancements and improvements in healthcare 

• Class & discussion on whether the Industrial Revolution 

benefited everyone 

 

Explain questions – PEEL – clarity of writing and thought. (Point, Evidence, Explain and Link) 

Source utility – SNOP.  Evaluation of provenance. (Source – Nature, Origin and Purpose) 

Judgement – writing conclusions – use of DIRC. (Duration, Impact and Root Cause) 

2nd Order Concepts:  Causation, Source Analysis, significance. 

Substantive Concepts: Individuals as a force for change, Social Change, Political Change. 

Disciplinary links – Follow on from Y7 chronological end-point. 

3+4 What was so 

different 

about the 

First World 

War? 

 

 

• Empire; 

• Long-term causes – Alliances/Militarism etc; 

• Short-term causes – assassination of Franz Ferdinand; 

• Recruitment – WW1 

• Key Battles of WW1 – The Battle of the Somme; 

• Trench Conditions; 

• Medical progress due to war; 

• Home Front – 1914-18; 

• Treaty of Versailles / peace settlements; 

Explain questions – PEEL – clarity of writing and thought. (Point, Evidence, Explain and Link) 

Source utility – SNOP.  Evaluation of provenance. (Source – Nature, Origin and Purpose) 

Judgement – writing conclusions – use of DIRC. (Duration, Impact and Root Cause) 

2nd Order Concepts:  Chronology, Source Analysis, Consequences, significance. 

Substantive Concepts: Empire, The Modern Nation, Invasion and Conquest, Changing 

Nature of Warfare. 



Overview Document 
2026/2027 

 
 

Curriculum Area: 
History 

Year Group: 
Year 8 

Personnel Responsible: 
WWE 

Quality Assured by: 
KHN 

  

 

   

 

 

• Suffrage Movement. Disciplinary Links to Year 10 – Medicine in the Trenches content.  Links to Year 7 content 

around invasion.   


