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Cycle 

 

Topic/Unit Title – Big 

Question 

 

Content Coverage 

 

Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s 

curriculum 

 

1&2 Can anyone learn to 

read the language of 
music? 

 

• The musical elements. 

• Rhythmic notation and note values. 

• Melodic notation and the stave (treble clef, bass 

clef and accidentals) 

• Simple time signatures, bars and baronies 

• Accidentals 

 
Content will be covered through a variety of musical 
genres including: 

• World music 

• Classical music 

Students are introduced to the key elements of 

music with a focus on developing their 
understanding of music theory, notation and the 
fundamentals of sound. Each lesson students will 
learn and refine music performance pieces and 

compositions while building upon their 
understanding and musicianship in music theory. 

 

3&4 How is melody and 

harmony related to 
each other? 

 

• The musical elements. 

• Chords 

• Intervals 

• Tonality and Scales 

• Key signatures 

• Melodic shape and improvisation 
 
Content will be covered through a variety of musical 

genres including: 

• Popular music 

• Classical music 

Students continue to develop their theoretical 

knowledge and ability to read musical notation, 
building upon their prior knowledge learnt in cycle 
1 & 2. Through practical tasks in ensembles, 

students will further develop and refine music 
performance skills while investigating the 
interrelationship between harmony and melody. 

 

 


