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Cycle Topic/Unit 

Title – Big 

Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1+2 To what 

extent were 

Medieval 

monarchs all 

powerful? 

 

 

 

• Edward Confessor and the end of Anglo-Saxon England 

• Claimants to the throne 

• The Battles of Fulford Gate, Stamford Bridge & Hastings 

• The Norman Conquest 

• The Feudal System 

• Control by castles, terror and land ownership 

• The power of the Medieval Catholic Church 

• Thomas Becket and murder in the cathedral 

• The events and impact of the Magna Carta 

• Local History – placename archeaology 

Explain questions – PEEL – clarity of writing and thought. (Point, Evidence, Explain and Link) 

Source inference – SNOP and making links to contextual knowledge 

Judgement – writing conclusions – use of DIRC. (Duration, Impact and Root Cause) 

2nd Order Concepts:  Causation, Source Analysis, significance. 

Substantive Concepts: Individuals as a force for change, Social Change, Political Change. 

Disciplinary links – GCSE module on Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 

3+4 How did 

Europe 

change 

during the 

Renaissance? 

 

• The Black Death 

• Renaissance art, medicine, science & technology 

• Reformation – the impact of Martin Luther 

• Henry VIII & his Great Matter 

• The English Reformation and the break with Rome 

• Dissolution of the Monasteries 

• Pilgrimage of Grace 

• Edward VI & his Protestant England 

• Mary I AKA Bloody Mary 

• Elizabeth I & her Middle Way 

• Linking local history to national history 

Explain questions – PEEL – clarity of writing and thought. (Point, Evidence, Explain and Link) 

Source inference – SNOP  and making links to contextual knowledge 

Judgement – writing conclusions – use of DIRC. (Duration, Impact and Root Cause) 

2nd Order Concepts:  Chronology, Source Analysis, Consequences, significance. 

Substantive Concepts: Empire, The Modern Nation, Invasion and Conquest, Changing 

Nature of Warfare. 

Disciplinary links and change in society.  Links to Year 8 –  The emergence of democracy 


