
Overview Document 
2026/27 

 

 

Curriculum Area: GCSE AQA Physics Year Group: 11 

Personnel Responsible: Mr. C. Mconie Quality Assured by: Mr. J. Anderson 

  

 

 

Cycle Topic/Unit Title – Big Question Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1 How is energy transferred from place to 

place? 

 

 

 

P5: 

5.4 – Stopping distance 

5.5 – Momentum 

5.3 – Force and elasticity 

 

P6: 

6.1 – Waves and Matter 

• Builds on the work from Y10 on forces and Newton’s laws of motion (first introduced in Y8). 

• Links to previous required practical work in terms of changing variables and working scientifically to 

investigate a linear relationship (Hooke’s Law). 

• Utilised previous skills of using equations to make calculations during experiments (similar to previous 

experiments such as resistance wire, specific heat capacity, and density). 

• The topic of waves was first introduced in Y7 and is built upon here with a comparison between 

longitudinal and transverse waves. 

2 How do the properties of waves shape 

their uses and dangers? 

How did Maxwell impact modern life? 

 

P6: 

6.6 – Electromagnetic Spectrum 

 

P7: 

7.1 – Magnetic Fields 

7.2 – The Motor Effect 

This Assessment Cycle also includes the first formal mock exam series, which will focus on Paper 

1. 

• The Cycle moves on from considering simple waves and starts to explore the properties of the 

electromagnetic spectrum. 

• This also introduces the idea of electricity and magnetism being linked, which will pay off later in the 

cycle when learning about the motor effect. 

• By exploring the different waves in the EM spectrum, we will build on the work from Cycle 1 (looking 

at wave properties and their interaction with matter) as well as making links back to Y7 (reflection and 

refraction), Y9 (thermal energy and infrared radiation), and Y10 (electricity). 

3 Mock Exams and Revision Revisiting and revision key content from Paper 1 and Paper 2 ahead of the final 

examinations in May. 

This Assessment Cycle also includes the second formal mock exam series, which will focus on 

Paper 2. 

• This final Cycle brings together all previous content. There will be regular reviews of previous exam 

questions and targeted sessions on common misconceptions that may become apparent as a result of 

the mock exam papers. 

• There will be extended opportunities to apply knowledge to unfamiliar situations, as well as making 

clear links between all 7 (8 for Separate) Physics modules as well as links with aspects of the Biology 

and Chemistry courses. 

4 N/A GCSE Summer Exams May 2026 – June 2026 • N/A 


