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Cycle Topic/Unit 

Title – Big 

Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1 

 

Component 1 

– Exploring 

the 

Performing 

Arts 

Learning Aim A: Investigate how professional performance or production work 

is created. 

Learning Aim B: Demonstrate understanding of the skills, techniques and 

approaches used by professionals to create performance/production work. 

Students will study 3 plays: DNA – Dennis Kelly – Naturalism; Blackout – Davey 
Anderson – Epic and Ensemble; Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time – 
Frantic Assembly – Physical Theatre.* 
 
These plays are subject to change pending the release of the PSA for Component 
1. Students will focus on one play of their choosing. Students will repeat the above 
process over the course of the assessment period. LC will negotiate the play with 
students in order to fit the requirements of the brief.  

This will give students a wide knowledge of a variety of styles, genres and 
practitioners. This basis of knowledge will allow for them to build a portfolio of 
exercises and approaches to text that they can draw on for when the assignment is 

released.  
 
Students have looked at contemporary practitioners in Year 9 in cycle 3/4. They have 
also been introduced to play text study in Year 7 and Year 8 in cycle 3/4. 

2 Students will be introduced to an appropriate play that fits the theme and will use 

their portfolio to assist them in choosing appropriate exercises when approaching the 

text. Students will research and produce a handwritten/word processed/video blog 

portfolio that explores the style, genre, purpose and artistic intention of the piece. 

They will film themselves working practically on the piece and evaluate how effective 

their performance is and how the techniques inform the decisions they made. 

3 

2 – 

Developing 

Skills and 

Techniques   

Learning Aim A: Use rehearsal/design processes; 

Learning Aim B: Apply skills and techniques in performance/outcomes; 

Learning Aim C: Review own development and application of 

performance/design skills. 

Students will do an in-depth study of one play for performance of a variety of 

sections of the play. 

Students will be given a text, they will have to identify the style, genre and 

appropriate practitioner to explore it. They will be guided through workshops on the 

play and will rehearse, refine and perform a section of the text. Students will 

produce a logbook documenting their process as performers/designers and will 

evaluate how effective their performance was.  

Students have experience of a final performance assessment from all cycles in Year 

7, 8 and 9. Students have established an understanding of key skills through their 

reflection booklet from Year 7, 8 and 9 and how to reflect on these for 

improvement. 
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