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Cycle 

 

Topic/Unit Title – Big 

Question 

 

Content Coverage 

 

Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s 

curriculum 

 

1&2 GCSE Component 1: 
Performing 

Component 3: 
Appraising AoS 1: 
Musical Forms and 
Devices 

 
 
 

Component 1: Performing 

• Technical control 

• Expression and appropriate interpretation 

• Stylistic awareness 

• Accuracy and ensemble skills 
Component 3: AoS 1: Musical Forms and Devices 

• Musical structures 

• Musical devices 

• Melodic movement 

• Harmonic movement 

• Tonality and modulation 

• Chord progressions and cadences 

Throughout the GCSE course, students will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of music through performing. 

Students will continue to further improve their practical skills 
and refine their technique on a chosen instrument while 

preparing to record a portfolio of both solo and ensemble 

pieces. 

Students will be exploring how forms and devices are of 

fundamental importance in music throughout the Baroque, 
Classical and Romantic eras. They will engage with a variety 

of music from the prescribed areas through a range of 
performing, composing and apprising activities while further 

developing their understanding of musical theory. 

Set work analysis: Badinerie by J.S.Bach 

3&4 GCSE Component 2: 
Composing 

Component 3: 
Appraising AoS 2: 
Music for Ensemble  

AoS 4: Popular Music 

Component 2: Composing 

• Creativity in response to a brief 

• Development of musical ideas 

• Technical control of musical elements and resources 

• Musical coherence and understanding 

Component 3: AoS 2: Music for Ensemble 

• Sonority 

• Textures 

• Instrumental and vocal groupings appropriate to their 

context 
Component 3: AoS 4: Popular Music 

• Instrumental and synthesised sounds 

• Popular song structures 

• Standard chord progressions 

• Use of music technology 

Students will be exploring the fundamentals and key 
elements of music and how they are brought together 

successfully in the creation of a piece of music. This 

composition will be based on a brief outlined by the 

examination board. 

Through listening, students develop an understanding of 
sonority and texture and how it varies in musical theatre, jazz 

and popular music. From here, students will continue to 
explore the development of music through time into popular 

music up to the modern day and how over time it too has 
changed based on the developments of music technology and 

a expanding list of genres. 

Set work analysis: Africa: Toto 
 

 


