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Cycle Topic/Unit Title – 

Big Question 

Content Coverage Skill development and links to other areas of this subject’s curriculum 

1 

Is Macbeth a 
tragic hero? 

Students study Macbeth by William Shakespeare. Students explore the development of 
characters, themes, narrative and setting across the play. Students also understand key 

contextual knowledge relating to the text (Social; Religious; Political) and its impact on the 
play. 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 

2  
How do we 
learn from 

mistakes of the 
past? 

Students study A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Students explore the development of 
characters, themes, narrative and setting across the novella. Students also understand key 

contextual knowledge relating to the text (The Victorian Era and The Industrial Revolution) and 
its impact on the novella. 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 

3  
How does 

conflict impact 
our lives 

 
 

Students study poems from the Power and Conflict cluster of the AQA GCSE English Literature. 
Students analyse, explore and compare poems, sharpening already embedded poetry skills, 

and developing detailed analytical and comparative responses. 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 

4  
How does 

poetry inform 
our 

understanding of 
the human 
condition? 

Students study unseen poems from a variety of sources. Students analyse, explore and 
compare poems, sharpening already embedded poetry skills, and developing detailed 

analytical and comparative responses. 

Read a range of different texts from different time periods. 

Understand the literary heritage of English. 

Understand language, structure and form, and be able to write about them confidently. 

Develop evaluative opinions on texts, and explore them from multiple perspectives. 

Construct well-written, often insightful responses to texts. 


