
Weekly Newsletter 
HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

three Star of the Lesson in a single day – clearly many of our students are 

excelling themselves! My congratulations to Amreeyah Mannan (7S1), Vinay 

Patel (7L2), Amanveer Bath (9L1), Maya Raza (9A1) and Jasleen Nagra (7D2) 

for this accolade. It is wonderful to speak with parents too, about their 

terrific children, with one parent actually asking whether or not their child 

deserved Star of the Week, in last week’s address. As we have 900 students 

on roll, it necessitates being selective with the students who receive this 

particular award each week, but parents can see a live feed of their child’s 

positive awards on Class Charts. We do rotate Stars of the Week around 

year groups, but all children in the Academy matter, we promise! 

Monday’s PACT Meeting – chaired by Mr. Potter (father of Gabriel, in Year 

10) was a fantastic time, where I was impressed, as always, with the effort 

and organisation ahead of next week’s Parents’ Evening, and our Christmas 

Fair on Saturday 7th December. Such meetings cannot take place without 

our unsung heroes, with Mr. Davis showing his valuable flexibility by 

staying for the later, 19:30 start. I also thoroughly enjoyed being part of the 

first Local Governing Body meeting of the academic year, as I regaled our 

Governors with an update of all that has occurred already this year – there 

was so much to cover!  

Our own self-labelled Jurgen Klopp became Langley’s Pep Guardiola this 

week, as Mr. Davis’ run of victories came to a halt (but long may they 

continue for my Liverpool) with a sizeable defeat to Holly Lodge. Our 

Leader of Learning for English, Mr. Morrison, who I am sure harbours 

secret wishes to don his manager’s tracksuit, told me that once he (and 

Miss Rea) arrived on the touchline, the passes started flowing, and we even 

scored! Mr. Davis, perhaps you’ll be in the proverbial sack race with Ole… 

Miss Williamson, Miss Lucas and Mr. Cox spent some time away from the 

Academy last week, as they took part in essential CCF training. I feel truly 

indebted to their sacrifice of time and effort – often at the expense of time 

with loved ones – to provide our students with the life-changing 

opportunities that Cadets offers. They, and I, could not appreciate them 

more – thank you. 

I cannot believe it, but next week is our last full week of the first half-term 

of the academic year! It sees our first Parents’ Evening on Thursday, with 

your child’s tutor (a vital meeting) and our first #WearIt day - #WearItPink, 

in aid of Cancer Research! #WearIt days take the place of non-uniform days 

at Langley, where we invite students to swap a piece of their Business 

Dress for a pink version! We welcome ties, socks, tights, hair bands, 

bobbles, badges and laces – we do not accept pink trainers (in place of 

shoes), hair colouring, nail varnish or make up, as they contravene 

Academy policies. I know it will be a special day, and we have arranged for 

half of each £1 donation from students to go to Leslie’s Care Packages, who 

recently visited us for Family Lunch. Thank you for your support of these 

worthwhile charity endeavours. 

It has been a very long run of days in the Academy, with Open Day and 

beyond. I hope that all staff and students take a well-earned rest this 

weekend. I am thrilled at the prospect of watching my son play at Everton’s 

Finch Farm training ground, as I get to go behind enemy lines, and he gets 

to play against my rivals; I only wish my father was alive to share the 

experience with me. He would have been a very proud grandfather, as I am 

his Dad! 

Best Wishes, 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

Last Saturday, our Open Day, was a roaring 

success! We saw over 600 guests cross our 

threshold to get a glimpse of the ‘Langley 

way’, with queues lining up outside before 

09:00 – very humbling. We also were 

delighted to welcome over 15% of our 

students to act as Student Guides, or take 

part in the stunning Live Lessons. We have 

always set our stall out clearly, expressing 

that there is a definite ‘Langley way’, and 

our Live Lessons, filled with purposeful 

learning, based in respect and knowledge, 

showed parents a real look at what they 

can expect for their children. I will not promise daily explosions in Science, 

or dressing up in English every week, like might be showcased in other 

schools, but what we showed you on Saturday, we stand behind. I have to 

express my gratitude and appreciation to Miss Binsley and Mr Rahman for 

organising the students, and Ms. Cox for coordinating the entire day – it 

just seems to get better and better! 

Furthermore, I noticed a thread this week on the Oldbury Facebook page, 

where every single comment about Q3 was glowing with praise – every 

post on the thread was from a parent of students in the Academy. This 

positivity was strengthened through our Open Week, where over 250 

visitors toured the Academy. I cannot thank Miss Quamar enough for 

organising the week, and our tremendous Admin team of Mrs. Kandola, 

Miss Loxton and Miss Marchant for all of their support. My thanks to our 

colleagues Mrs Atwood, Mrs Burge, Mrs Thompson and Ms Blake for their 

additional support too. We wait expectantly for our all important numbers 

from Sandwell – I hope we are over-subscribed, as we were last year… 

We are really starting to notice the early mornings at the Academy, as the 

dimness of the days kicks in, an upshot of our staff working so hard, so 

early, each day. The reality behind the ‘Langley way’ is a lot of hard work, 

and almost all of our colleagues, at all levels, are in the building by 07:30, 

something I think marks us as not a ‘normal school’ (as Ofsted phrased it). 

In addition, we have been able to welcome some wonderful guests this 

week. In their annual ‘pilgrimage’, Maria Gee and Safina Bi, who I was 

fortunate to work with in my days at Queensbridge School, visited us, 

remarking at the growth of the building (and some of our Year 10s, who 

they remember as wee Year 7s!) Also, we were joined by some guests from 

Heath Lane Academy, as part of our work with the Midlands Knowledge 

Hub. I thoroughly enjoyed our conversations, and look forward to 

welcoming their head, Megan Morris, as well as visiting our friends at 

Chiltern Academy, next week. I am a strong believer that visiting other 

schools (as our friend, Barry Smith, at Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, 

always says) is the best (and most cost-effective) form of CPD; we never 

stop learning at Langley. 

Saturday saw the return of Mr. Smith to the Academy, as he was 

supporting us for some in-house ICT training, and on Open Day, repaying 

our Mr. Willetts’ favour from the Q3 Tipton Open Day. It was a pleasure to 

catch up with one of our founding members; if you do not see him on our 

photograph, it is because he took it!  

This week allowed me to indulge in one of the real treats of my role – 

spending time with superstar students. I spent some time, in Time For Tea, 

with Roan McDermott (9S2), discussing his three golds, one silver and a 

bronze medal in a karate competition in Ireland – competing in the 15-17 

category, no less! Libbiea Clarke (8A2) has been completing lots of charity 

work recently, and the dedication of Christina Marvin (10D1) has made all 

of her Learning Consultants very proud indeed! Please let us know of any 

more student accomplishments – we love sharing their success here. 

In terms of student achievement, we are seeing a surge in the number of 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 7th October 2019.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 14/10/2019 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 14th 

October 

Sausages in Gravy 
Mashed Potatoes 

Peas 
Sweetcorn 

Quorn Sausages in Gravy (V) 
Mashed Potatoes 

Peas 
Sweetcorn 

Mini Blueberry 
Muffins 

Tuesday 15th 

October 

Chicken Tandoori Pitta 
White and Brown Rice 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on the 
Cob 

Quorn Tandoori Pitta (V) 
White and Brown Rice 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on the 
Cob 

Yeo Valley 

Strawberry Yoghurt 

Pot 

Wednesday 

16th October 
Roasted Chicken In Gravy Bap 

Seasoned Wedges 

Roasted Quorn in Gravy Bap 
(V) 

Seasoned Wedges 
Fresh Fruit 

Thursday 

17th October 

Omelettes (V) 
Diced Potatoes 
Baked Beans 

Omelettes (V) 
Diced Potatoes 
Baked Beans 

Cocoa Brownie 

Cookie 

Friday 18th 

October 

Sausage Roll 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 

Vegetarian Sausage Roll (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Ring Doughnuts 

(V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

PARTRIDGE’S PROBLEM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Parents’ Evening 1 

Thursday 17th October—3:00pm-7:30pm 

Students dismissed at 2:30pm 

#WearItPink 

Friday 18th October 2019 

INSET Days 

Academy closed to students 

Thursday 24th October 2019 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Half Term 

Monday 28th October—Friday 1st November 2019 inclusive 

PACT 

Monday 4th November—7:30pm-8:30pm. 

The winner of last week’s Partridge’s Problem was Karandeep 
Singh (7S2). Well Done Karandeep! 
 
The answer for last week’s Partridge’s Problem was: 
Bagged 
 
Partridge’s Problem for this week is: 
Use the lines and spaces to write the word on the Music staff. 
Use whole notes. 

 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 
15th October at 3:30pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will be 
awarded for the winning entry draw. The Head of School’s decision 
is final in this matter. 

Talia Behal 

8A2 

Vithushana 
Genkatharan 

8C2 

Eva-Grace 
Mullett 

8D2 

Conrad Whittall 

8L2 

Ramanvir 
Marwa 

8S2 

Simran Mudher 

10A1 


