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HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

remarking how well Jayden did. I love hearing about royalty visiting the 

local area – perhaps someone could attend the opening of the final build of 

Q3 Academy Langley – I would be more than happy to hand over the 

sceptre of regality, for a few minutes at least! 

You will no doubt have noted online that our new pitches, and the Multi 

Use Games Area (MUGA) are now available for us – watching Mr. Payton, 

Mr. L Davis, Mr. Snell, Miss Deasy and Miss Rowson attempt to put the 

goals together was so entertaining that it was worth the price of admission 

alone! Fortunately, the day was saved by Mr. Evans and Mr. K Davis of the 

Site Team, who managed to sort it all out without requiring the instructions 

– very impressive! I have really enjoyed watching P.E and sporting activities 

taking place out there this week – how did we live for three years without 

it… 

Preparations are in full swing for our Open Day and Open Week, coming up 

very soon! I have to pass my thanks on to Miss Quamar, and our Vice 

Principal Ms. Cox for coordinating all of the events, and to our PLC for Year 

8, Miss Binsley for supporting with our student representatives, quite an 

honour for your children! Open Day on 5th October will have two talks with 

me: 09:15 and 10:30, with opportunities for visitors to tour the building and 

take in some of our ‘Live Lessons’ with Learning Consultants and students 

in action! Ofsted described us as ‘not a normal school’, a badge I am proud 

to wear – please come and see for yourself! 

I have been trying to raise my step count this week, heading into as many 

lessons as I could. Despite that, I still do not think I will have surpassed Mrs. 

Fogarty’s figure for the first week of term! Spending time in many 

classrooms, I have been impressed with the work of many of our new 

colleagues, with Mrs Lees (Maths), Miss Burke (Spanish), Mr. Alborn (Leader 

of Learning, Maths), Mrs Hainsworth (Art), Mr Chisholm (Science), Miss 

Cavill (A.C.E) and Mrs Stephens (Performing Arts) all impressing – they have 

hit the ground running, and are really delivering in the ‘Langley Way’. It has 

also been wonderful to see how our new PLCs have supported their 

Pastoral teams so well – my thanks to Mr. Fullwood (Year 7), Miss Binsley 

(Year 8), Miss Hicks (Year 9) and Mr. Rahman (Year 10) for all they are doing, 

and continue to do. 

Last week’s attendance was superb, with this week taking a drop, due in 

part to some unfortunate injuries. I wish those who are recuperating the 

best, and thank those students, who, like our staff, place attendance at the 

top of the priority list, utilising the support we offer in the Academy to help 

them to full health. 

Traditionally, I have eschewed visitors to the Academy during the first few 

weeks, as we all (staff and students alike) get used to the ‘Langley Way’, and 

the inevitable growing pains that come each year. However, this week, I 

made an honourable exception for two extremely special guests. Tim and 

Rachel Hughes, the pastors and leaders of Gas Street Social Church, in 

Birmingham City Centre, joined us for Family Lunch this week. Moving from 

HTB in London, they planted the church, and I have become an enormous 

respecter of their great work. I took great pride in sharing our journey, the 

culture we have created, and the importance of our Christian ethos; I also 

gained a greater understanding of the similarities between our projects, 

and their challenges, too. I thank them for giving of their valuable time, and 

remaining inspirational, wise, kind figures for my family and me. 

I hope that the weekend holds rest and joy – we look forward to seeing our 
students bright and early on Monday! 

Best Wishes, 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

We really are into the full swing of things at 

Langley, as the pace of the academic year 

really picks up. This week saw our first 

Independent Learning tests, and re-tests 

(on Thursday) in Core subjects (Options too 

in Key Stage 4). When we opened as a 

brand-new academy, we were in a position 

to really evaluate the quality, and fairness 

of Homework (called Independent 

Learning here), and decided upon our 

strategy of weekly knowledge tests, with a 

short re-test if students do not perform to 

their fullest potential. 

I read with interest the discourse online generated by the Government’s 

Behaviour Tsar, Tom Bennett, as he queried the poor state and forms of 

homework set by schools up and down the country. Being asked to create 

a poster or leaflet about a topic, for example, with no Learning Consultant 

support at home, seems rather pointless. Couple that with the varying 

degrees of access that children have to technology, parental support, 

resources and space at home, and it seems like it might be downright 

divisive, and not fair to all students.. 

We are very clear at Langley – we set knowledge-based Independent 

Learning in all Core subjects every Monday and Tuesday, which is tested 

the following week, giving the students the full week (and another lesson in 

the week with their Learning Consultant) to prepare. This means that 

Independent Learning is consistent, robust, and fair for all students, 

regardless of context.  We also have the Quest for Knowledge booklets 

(Q4Ks), which students should work with if they feel they have completed 

their work, and the seasonal challenges, giving students more time to work 

on key tasks, allow them to let their more creative juices flow. 

All Independent Learning is set on Class Charts, but with that insight, it has 

brought to light a concern from parents and carers. On Class Charts, if 

students are set a low stakes re-test, where they will have a chance to 

improve on their original test (if they didn’t quite reach their potential), it 

appears as a ‘detention’. Unfortunately, we cannot change how it is 

labelled, but it does not appear as any tracked detention or negative on 

any of our internal systems, and is not treated like one. It is merely an 

opportunity to improve, with our Independent Learning system forming 

the foundation for superb progress in Key Stage 4, where students work 

with key knowledge, and get a feel for the importance of preparing for tests 

each week. If you have any queries at all, please contact your child’s Tutor, 

or their Pastoral Team. 

I had a delightful Time for Tea this week with our newly promoted Cadets, 

Corporal Elizabeth Rose (10L1), Lance Corporal Pedro Faria de Oliveira 

(10D1) and Lance Corporal Livy Nicholls (10D1). I have been hearing from 

Pilot Officer Williamson how impressive our Year 10 starters have been, 

and how excited our Year 9 recruits are – I share their enthusiasm! 

Several wonderful students have also received Head of School 

Commendations this week. Firstly, the following students have managed to 

achieve the significant feat of being awarded ‘Star of the Lesson’ in three 

consecutive lessons in a day: Joe Holloway (10A1); Lacey Walker (7A1); 

Roma Ruston (7A2); Charlie Kerr (10D1); Kiyan Griffith (8C2); and Kyle 

Worton (9L1) – representatives from every year group! I was also moved to 

hear about Rohan Uppal (9S1), who raised over £200 for the Cystic Fibrosis 

Trust over the summer holiday – my enormous congratulations to these 

tremendous young people! 

In a very special piece of news, Jayden Swanson (8D1) met HRH Princess 

Anne at the St. John’s Ambulance Centre last week. Our amazing Academic 

Ambassador, Mr. Simkins, accompanied as Langley’s representative, 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 16th September 2019.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 23/09/2019 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 23rd 

September 

Quorn Burgers (V) 
Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

Sliced Burger Cheese 
Baked Beans 

Quorn Burgers (V) 
Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

Sliced Burger Cheese 
Baked Beans 

Chocolate Mini 
Muffin 

Tuesday 24th 

September 

Sweet Potato and Chickpea 
Curry (V) 

Braised Turmeric Rice 
Oven Baked Naan Bread 

Sweet Potato and Chickpea 
Curry (V) 

Braised Turmeric Rice 
Oven Baked Naan Bread 

Cocoa Brownie 

Cookie 

Wednesday 

25th 

September 

BBQ Baked Quorn Fillet (V) 
Baked Half Potato 

Baked Beans 

BBQ Quorn Fillet (V) 
Baked Half Potato 

Baked Beans 
Chocolate Flapjack 

Thursday 

26th 

September 

Quorn Hot Dog (V) 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Quorn Hot Dog (V) 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Fresh Fruit 

Friday 27th 

September 

Vegetarian Sausage Roll (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 

Vegetarian Sausage Roll (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Raspberry Jelly Pot 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

PARTRIDGE’S PROBLEM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Open Day 

Saturday 5th October 2019—9am-12pm 

PACT 

Monday 7th October 2019—7:30pm 

Open Week 

Monday 7th October—Friday 11th October 2019—9:15am-11:30am 

Parents’ Evening 1 

Thursday 17th October—3:00pm-7:30pm 

Students dismissed at 2:30pm 

INSET Days 

Academy closed to students 

Thursday 24th October 2019 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Half Term 

Monday 28th October—Friday 1st November 2019 inclusive 

The winner of last week’s Partridge’s Problem was Makena 
Straker-Sharpe (7A1). Well Done Makena! 
 
The answer for last week’s Partridge’s Problem was: 
Face 
 
Partridge’s Problem for this week is: 
Identify the word using the notes of the Treble Clef. 

 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 24th 
September at 3:30pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will be 
awarded for the winning entry draw. The Head of School’s decision 
is final in this matter. 

Shay Anderson 

8A1 
Ruby Blount 

8C1 

Charlie Adkins 

8D1 
Kunal Salhan 

8L1 

Victoria 
Stefane 

8S1 

Xiomara Lewis-

Brown 

10A1 


