
Weekly Newsletter 
HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

mentioned in my SSAT speech in 2017, I am committed to learning as much 

as possible from other schools, and can only reap these benefits with the 

peace of mind which comes from having a wonderful leadership team to 

look after Langley. 

We sent a letter to Year 8 parents this week, which outlined the opportunity 

we have to expand our detachment in the Combined Cadet Force (CCF). We 

will have a parent meeting on Monday 8th July, from 18:00 – 19:00, where 

information will be delivered, and questions can be asked, about our RAF 

detachment. The placement of the meeting should mean that those 

attending the final PACT meeting of the year can attend – with limited 

numbers available, I wonder which students will be flying a plane this time 

next year… 

Parents’ Evening 6 letters were sent out today – please ensure that you 

attend this final opportunity to speak with your child’s Learning Consultant. 

We take pride in the phenomenal attendance figures, and engagement on 

these evenings, and hope that our final event can remedy the slight dip we 

experienced last time. In an exciting development, our Horizon, Innov8 and 

Cloud 9 Learning Consultants, who do not teach in the Core, will be hosting 

an exhibition of student work, and Macron will be present to discuss P.E kit. 

As a reminder – all Year 9 students must have the Macron P.E kit for next 

year. 

Next Thursday also sees our Intake Evening 2, where new Year 7 students 

will be allocated their Tutor group. Ms. Cox and Mrs Fogarty (who will be 

our PLD for Year 7 next year) have been working hard on this, as we have 

been chasing primary school information. Incoming students’ parents and 

carers will have been allocated a timeslot – please make sure you attend at 

your appointed time between 18:00-20:00. Our incoming students are 

more than welcome to attend, and should not be at the Academy for more 

than an hour or so. 

Our Facebook page sees thousands of visitors this week, with one topic 

really catching the eye – Family Lunch debt. We are currently thousands of 

pounds in arrears – this is due to parents and carers not paying for their 

child’s lunch, which we are charged for. Essentially, if you are not paying for 

your child’s lunch, and keeping your account up-to-date, you are sending 

the message that you are happy to send your child to the Academy without 

any provision for food – I think you would agree that this is simply 

unacceptable. We do not want to have to separate students from each 

other, and offer an alternative provision for them, but if parents and carers 

cannot face up to their responsibility, our hand might be forced… 

Friday’s Family Lunch was a bumper American special – they say that all 

things are bigger in Texas, and that was certainly true when we welcomed 

eleven guests from the Lone Star State! They were brought to us by Pastor 

Dave Williams of Bearwood Chapel, who provided us with a very 

stimulating topic of discussion. I look forward to receiving some southern 

hospitality when Langley is invited across the pond for an inevitable 

reciprocal visit, to maintain our ‘Special Relationship’… 

I love sharing news of my children’s achievements with you – my eldest 

son , with the School of Theatre Education, will be stepping on stage at the 

Birmingham Hippodrome, in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat! I thank all those who have supported him to this point – I hope 

he knows how incredibly proud I am of him! 

Have a wonderful weekend – let’s hope that the Lionesses can go one 
better than the Men’s team, and secure a third place at the World Cup! 

Best Wishes 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

Monday’s INSET day was an extremely 

special one, as we welcomed the vast 

majority of our new colleagues, joining us 

for the upcoming academic year. The day 

was an important time for us to reflect on 

our incredible journey, and look forward to 

the future – it was mentioned that the 

discourse around education was ‘fantastic’, 

as they were surrounded by such positive 

and committed colleagues. 

Monday also saw the start, in earnest, of 

our Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs), who 

join us this side of the summer break to 

get to grips with the ‘Langley’ way. I extend my welcome to: Miss Rea 

(English), Mrs Lees (Maths), Miss Burke (MFL), Mrs Anderson (Geography) 

and Miss Silverton (Music). They have been whisked on an in-depth tour of 

everything we have to offer, masterfully orchestrated by Mr. Gee and Ms. 

Cox. I am hopeful that by the final week of term, our new colleagues are 

confident, not just in our systems and vision, but also in why it is so vital 

that they are working with us: we are changing paradigms associated with 

education in Sandwell, and Oldbury, every week. 

During Monday’s INSET day, two of our colleagues were at the University of 

Cambridge; Miss Pastor and Miss Rowson took our two national finalists in 

the Spelling Bee to compete in the big event! Both Talia Behal (7A2) and 

Rayiah Hussain (7D1) acquitted themselves superbly, finishing the in top 

35, out over 30,000 entrants – incredible! I also spent some time with 

superstars Ruby Blount (7C1), who won City Year’s Got Talent, and Zaenub 

Mahmood (8D2), who had created some superb revision guides from her 

Quest for Knowledge (Q4K) booklets, during a pride-filled Time for Tea! 

I was also blown away by the commitment and quality of some of our Year 

9 students in the last week. In addition to working exceptionally hard, and 

making brilliant progress, Ellie Turner (9C1) is competing in SIX events at 

the Boldmere Open Meet this weekend. Ellie is a dedicated athlete and 

student, who often combines early morning training with attending 

additional sessions to stretch her even higher in Maths – what a star! Also, I 

am delighted to confer Head of School Commendations to Jayden 

Anderson (9D1) and Henry Jordan (9D1), who embodied our ethos in the 

local community. When walking to the Academy last week, they spotted a 

gentlemen who had tried to use a cashpoint, seemingly to no avail. After he 

had left, however, £240 came from the machine. Henry and Jayden, in an 

amazing exhibition of our ethos, tracked the man down, and returned his 

money. As adults, we understand the value and importance of such an 

amount of money. To the boys, they were just doing the right thing, and did 

not even consider that they might have been returning rent, bill or even 

food money – we could not be prouder of you both. 

I am thrilled to announce some more internal appointments for the 

upcoming academic year, following our raft of recent announcements. Miss 

Pastor becomes our Leader for Learning in Spanish – I have been so 

impressed with her growth, and the impact she has had on students during 

her two years at Langley. Also, we appointed Dr. McKay to Leader of 

Learning in History, with a focus on Citizenship. As a former member of 

Birmingham City Council, and with his exceptional academic record, we 

knew his credentials, but in interview, he continued to blow us away with 

his depth of thought, sensitivity to discourses around learning, and 

opinions on education in general. I always enjoy interviews, and these were 

special treats! We also held interviews for pastoral and non-teaching 

positions – we will update you appointments in the coming weeks. 

On Tuesday, I had the privilege of visiting Duston School in Northampton, 

which has been turned around by the inspirational Sam Strickland. I am 

grateful for the opportunity to visit, and the lessons learned – as I have 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 2nd July 2019.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 08/07/2019 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 8th 

July 

Grilled Peppered Chilli Chicken 
& Salsa 

Seasoned Wedges 
Baked Beans 

Southern Baked Quorn 
Burger (V) 

Seasoned Wedges 
Baked Beans 

Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday 9th 

July 

Pork Sausages In Gravy 
Mashed Potato 

Peas 
Sweetcorn 

Quorn Sausages In Gravy 
(V) 

Mashed Potato 
Peas 

Sweetcorn 

Chocolate Crunch 

Wednesday 

10th July 

Cajun Chicken Wraps 
Potato Croquettes 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on the 
Cob 

Bean & Vegetable Wraps (V) 
Potato Croquettes 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on 
the Cob 

Fruity Feast 
Flapjack 

Thursday 

11th July 

American Style Hot Dog 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Quorn Hot Dog (V) 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Ring Doughnuts 

Friday 12th 

July 

Oven Baked Breaded Pollock 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Tartar Sauce 

Vinegar Sachets 
Tomato Ketchup 

Vegetarian Sausages (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Tartar Sauce 

Vinegar Sachets 
Tomato Ketchup 

Cocoa Brownie 

Cookie 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

HASSAN’S HYPOTHESIS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
CCF Information Meeting (Year 8) 

Monday 8th July 2019—6pm-7pm. 

PACT 

Monday 8th July 2019—7pm-8pm. 

New Intake Evening 2 

Thursday 11th July 2019. 

Parents’ Evening 6 

Thursday 18th July 2019—3pm-7:30pm. 

Academy closes at 2:30pm 

End of Term 

Friday 19th July 2019 

For Years 7, 8 and 9—Timing TBC. 

Transition Week for New Intake September 2019 

Tuesday 23rd July—Thursday 25th July 

Timings TBC 

The winner of the last week’s Hassan’s Hypothesis was Hiba Fara 
(7L2). Well Done Hiba! 
 
The answer to last week’s Hassan’s Hypothesis was: 
9300g 
 
 
Hassan’s Hypothesis for this week is: 
All three-digit positive integers, which have a digit sum of 5, are listed in 
ascending order.  
What is the median of this list? 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 9th 
July at 3:05pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will be awarded for 
the winning entry draw. The Head of School’s decision is final in this 
matter. 

Gurbani 

Saini 

8A2 

Gurtirath Bagri 

8C2 

Thomas Barton 

8D2 
Connor McAlister 

8L2 

Asha Nahl 

8S2 

Rhianna Begum 

9D1 


