
Weekly Newsletter 
HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

With Mr. Lee with Amelia-May Irish (9C1), who told me of her heroic actions 

contacting the emergency services, with her mother. I am delighted to 

award her a Head of School Commendation – perhaps I should prepare 

one for the Chair of our PACT, Mrs. Irish, too! 

I love inviting key stakeholders in education and local communities to the 

Academy, with Family Lunch always being a highlight. It was tremendous to 

welcome our new Deputy Mayor, Suzanne Hartwell, and I was proud to 

welcome Pastor Dave Williams, from Bearwood Chapel, on Monday, where 

he expressed how impressed he was with the quality of our young people – 

we might even see a visit from some of his guests from across the pond in 

a few weeks. Perhaps, as Donald Trump launches his campaign for a 

second presidential term, we can send back the ‘Good, Right and True’ 

message to our American friends, with tolerance and respect at the heart 

of our culture. 

With Family Lunch in mind, I have noted that our debt figure is rising again. 

Family Lunch, which includes breakfast, costs just £2.30 a day - £11.50 a 

week for up to two of your child’s daily meals. With the current National 

Minimum Wage for over 25s at £8.21 per hour, this seems like 

exceptionally good value, allowing you to be sure of your child having a 

nutritional provision each day, for a comparatively low cost. As you know, 

all students in Years 7 and 8 have Family Lunch, meaning there is no social 

stigma around having Family Lunch, which I am sure many of us witnessed 

in our own school years. With that in mind, I urge all parents and carers to 

check their Parent Pay account, ensuring that it is in credit – we are 

charged by Sodexo for each meal, irregardless of whether you have paid 

into your account. If that money is not paid, we have to cover it, moving 

funds away from education that we have earmarked for your children. 

We are saying goodbye to two colleagues, who will be leaving Langley, and 

moving onto pastures new. Ms. Burgess initially worked with us in our first 

year, supporting in P.E and Enrichment, as part of her training with Q3 

Great Barr. After a break, she successfully applied for her PGCE at 

Wolverhampton University, completing her second placement here in 2019. 

We wish her the best of luck in all of her future endeavours. In addition, Mr. 

Fitzpatrick says farewell to Langley, but not to Q3, as he begins his full-time 

position at Q3 Tipton. He has been a hugely positive member of the team, 

predominantly supporting in Year 9, where his kindness, flexibility, warmth 

and professionalism have been appreciated by all. I know that our staff and 

students will be sad to see him go, but in the world of education, goodbye 

is often just ‘au revoir’! We are very excited to welcome a new addition on 

Monday, as Mr. Cox (no relation to our Ms. Cox), a former head teacher, 

joins us from Q3 Tipton. Mr. Cox will be working in our Geography team, as 

well as adding his experience to our Cadets function, supporting Miss 

Williamson and Miss Lucas, as our detachment grows. We cannot wait for 

you to join us! 

Of the many positives in our Ofsted report was the recognition of our 

commitment to offering an ‘enriching range of sporting, cultural and 

creative’ experiences, despite having structural limitations. This was shown 

in spades this week, as Mrs. Barlow took some Year 9 students, who have 

chosen GCSE Art as an option, to London, to visit some important galleries. 

These sorts of chances are so rare for our students – thank you to all staff 

who helped make it happen! 

I am told that the weather might pick up over the weekend – here’s hoping 
that when we welcome students back, bright and early, on Monday 
morning, the sun greets us too! 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

I am thrilled to begin this week’s address 

with news of a heart-warming email I 

received from our sponsor Mr. Payne, 

affirming his belief in what we are doing at 

Langley, and encouraging our brilliant staff 

team, as we approach the final few weeks 

of term. It is wonderful to have such 

engagement with Mr. Payne; it is clear that 

he is an avid reader of this address, as 

many, many of you are. In fact, our social 

media posts have had over ten thousand 

engagements over the last month. Our 

presence online, and the Newsletter, all fit 

in with our aim of making the relationship between the Academy and home 

as strong as possible – as many of our students are hitting the ups and 

downs of adolescence, this closeness is going to be more important than 

ever… 

Monday saw the second paper of our Year 9’s GCSE Citizenship 

examination, as well as the final components of the GCSEs in additional 

languages, which have been conducted immaculately. I could not be 

prouder of our students, and look forward with relish to Results Day on 

Thursday 22nd August! These days are some of my favourites – I have 

already spoken to Mr. Mills about how we are going to organise our data 

download before the results are with us – I am not sure how Mr. Evans 

feels about opening up the site to us at midnight! Many lessons have come 

from this experience: as an Academy, we have become a fully certified 

Examination Centre, and our students have felt the weight of GCSEs in a 

managed setting, learning (we hope) the benefits of working hard inside 

and outside of the classroom. Our children get just one chance to focus 

solely on their education – I am confident that they understand how vital it 

is not to waste it. 

We are proud to be one of only 36 Career Hub schools in the West 

Midlands, with our work to meet the Gatsby benchmark meaning that 

Careers has a place across the entire curriculum. On Wednesday, Mrs. Toy, 

Mr. Simkins, Miss Breen, Miss Conaty and Miss Lucas, along with other 

brilliant members of the team, organised for over 50 employers to attend 

the Academy as part of our Aspiration Morning, where students were able 

to find out about an enormous range of possible careers – what an 

amazing opportunity! 

Thursday saw one of the highlights of the academic calendar: Bright Stars. 

In the past, we have attended Great Barr for this evening, but with our 

expanding numbers, we were able to host our own event this year. Though 

our staging facilities might not be as well established as our superb sister 

sites, the spectacular Mrs. Kandola has been hard at work, ensuring that 

the event was a glittering success – she succeeded! In our resplendent 

Quisine, it was powerful to hear about the exploits of our superstar 

students, with PLDs and AVPs speaking with passion and warmth about the 

achievements of each student. We were joined at the event by our special 

guest – outgoing AVP at Q3 Great Barr, Casey Bailey. Alongside his work 

within the Trust, Casey is a nationally-renowned poet, with his published 

works and vocal performances rousing high critical acclaim. Casey’s words, 

and his superb performance, underline why he was named in Birmingham 

Live’s ’30 under 30’. We will miss Casey greatly, know he will be a 

tremendous success in his new role, wish him the best of luck as a 

professional and father, and foster the hope that he will remain a friend to 

us at Langley for years to come! 

In addition, this has been another week of excellent student 

accomplishments, with Head of School Commendations, for three Star of 

the lessons in a day going to Nirvash Kakkad (7L2), Owen Burton (8C2) and 

Morgan-Spencer Gaffney (8C2) – well done all! I also hosted a special Tea 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 17th June 2019.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 24/06/2019 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 24th 

June 

Quorn Burgers (V) 
Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

Sliced Burger Cheese 
Baked Beans 

Quorn Burgers (V) 
Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

Sliced Burger Cheese 
Baked Beans 

Chocolate Mini 
Muffin 

Tuesday 25th 

June 

Chicken Korma 
Braised Turmeric Rice 

Oven Baked Naan Bread 

Sweet Potato & Chickpea 
Curry (V) 

Braised Turmeric Rice 
Oven Baked Naan Bread 

Cocoa Brownie 

Cookie 

Wednesday 

26th June 

Southern Baked Chicken Thigh 
(boneless) 

Baked Half Potato 
Baked Beans 

BBQ Baked Quorn Fillet (V) 
Baked Half Potato 

Baked Beans 
Chocolate Flapjack 

Thursday 

27th June 

American Style Hot Dog 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Quorn Hot Dog (V) 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Fresh Fruit 

Friday 28th 

June 

Quorn Dippers (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Red Sauce 

Quorn Dippers (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Red Sauce 

Raspberry Jelly Pot 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

HASSAN’S HYPOTHESIS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
INSET Day 

Monday 1st July 2019—Academy closed to students. 

New Intake Evening 2 

Thursday 11th July 2019. 

Parents’ Evening 6 

Thursday 18th July 2019—3pm-7:30pm. 

Academy closes at 2:30pm 

End of Term 

Friday 19th July 2019 

For Years 7, 8 and 9—Timing TBC. 

Transition Week for New Intake September 2019 

Tuesday 23rd July—Thursday 25th July 

Timings TBC 

The winner of the last week’s Hassan’s Hypothesis was Rehan Imran (8A1). 
Well Done Rehan! 
 
The answer to last week’s Hassan’s Hypothesis was: 
1/2 
 
 
Hassan’s Hypothesis for this week is: 
A certain number has exactly eight factors including 1 and itself. Two of its 
factors are 21 and 35. What is the number?  
 
 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 25th June at 
3:05pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will be awarded for the winning 
entry draw. The Head of School’s decision is final in this matter. 

Michael 

Wilson 

8A1 

Grace Connell 

8C1 

Jaiden Newport 

8D1 
Angelina Hunter 

8L1 

Dylan 
Fidrych 

8S1 

Chloe Mallard 

9D1 


