
Weekly Newsletter 
HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

future. This progress could not be secured without parents and carers 

addressing the arrears – I pay tribute to the professionalism of Mrs. 

Fogarty, Mr. Alexander and Mr. Snell, our indomitable PLDs, for their 

work with parents and carers with this. 

Last Sunday saw Sandwell’s Holocaust Memorial Service, which was 

attended by many dignitaries, and our own Humanities Learning 

Consultant, Mrs. Binsley. She laid a wreath on behalf of the Academy, 

as we spent much time during Family Lunch discussing how the world 

has learned lessons from the horrors of the past, and how those 

lessons are reflected in our Academy ethos and British Values. 

Furthermore, conscientious students were chosen to research personal 

stories of Holocaust survivors, before composing messages of 

optimism, which will be sent to the survivor in focus. Our thanks to our 

Leader of Learning for History, Mr. Dale, for organising this along with 

the Holocaust Memorial Organisation. 

Under the stewardship of Mr. Mills, Year 9 students received their 

Pathways Booklets last week, as well as having one-to –one meetings 

with key members of staff to discuss their Key Stage Four routes. Mr. 

Mills will be available during Parents’ Evening 3 to speak to parents and 

carers, with our Pathways Evening on 7th March, between 16:30 – 19:00, 

where conversations with subject leads can take place. Please direct ay 

queries to the Pathways e-mail, or Mr. Mills directly. 

Next Monday sees our PACT (Parent Academy Contact Meeting) AGM, 

commencing at 19:00. Even if you do not attend PACT regularly, this will 

be a great opportunity to get an insight into the work they do, and their 

future plans. It is the biggest and best team I’ve seen in a secondary 

school, and their dedication to our children is heart-warming. I just 

hope that it’s all wrapped up in time for me to watch Liverpool at 20:00! 

Put simply, there is no bigger impact on children’s progress than 

reading; students have been completing their STAR Reader tests this 

week, establishing their Reading Ages. My thanks to the English team 

for coordinating this, and several members of staff for accommodating 

the tests; I look forward to hearing Mr. Dawes (Curriculum Director for 

English) sharing the feedback about how students have done! At 

Parents’ Evening 3, you will receive a Diagnostic Reading Report (and 

guidance on how to break it down) – please engage with this, and 

encourage reading every single day – it will have a huge impact on your 

child’s future, and might even drag them away from their devices (for a 

time)… 

Next week sees the final week of Cycle Two, before our Ethos Week in 

the final week of the half-term – two exceptionally important weeks for 

our students. Within Ethos Week, there are many exciting 

opportunities, including trips to Birmingham City Centre (Year 7), The 

Black Country Living Museum (Year 8) and Dovedale in the Peak District 

(Year 9). Year 9 students will also finish at the earlier time of 15:20 for 

the week, meaning that staff can have a full debrief at the end of each 

day. The whole week promises to be a roaring success, thanks in great 

part for the superb work of Mr. Gee, who has been putting it together 

for months! I love Ethos Weeks – staff get to work with the children in a 

different context to normal, and students receive vital lessons that they 

simply would not get anywhere else! 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend – if the weather doesn’t change, 
then I hope that you can stay warm! 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

During an extremely cold week, which 

saw the weather really turn, our 

students continued to embody our 

Academy’s ethos – I thank all who have 

supported our attendance this week; 

scarves, hats and gloves were the order 

of the week! Much of our Departmental 

Time has been dedicated to moderating 

Assessments and discussing student 

attainment and progress, all in plenty of 

time for our Interim Report 2, which will 

reach you at Parents’ Evening 3 on 

Tuesday 12th February – all the more 

reason to attend!  

In fact, letters for the event went out this week – please encourage your 

child to make an appointment with their relevant Core Learning 

Consultant, and peruse the range of events running on the Evening. If, 

for any reason, you are unable to attend, please contact the Academy, 

so that we can arrange an alternative appointment for you. Our staff 

are committed to 100% contact with the parents and carers of our 

students. 

Our SENCo, Mrs. Moore, travelled to London to attend an extremely 

rigorous, three-day course – I thank her for her commitment to 

developing our provision and her professional learning. Also, our 

Assistant SENCo, Mrs. Gaur, represented the SEND Team at a Teach 

Meet hosted at our Great Barr site, where she received great acclaim 

for her videos, which involved some of our parents! Also, we had some 

fabulous staff news, as Miss Kaur has set a date for her upcoming 

wedding – my warmest wishes to the happy couple! 

Our determination to recruit the absolute finest staff continues in 

earnest, with a phenomenal response to the job roles posted online. 

After shortlisting takes place, we hope to conduct interviews next week, 

before our hotly-anticipated Ethos Week. We have welcomed many 

candidates for informal visits, with the Langley message seemingly 

finding its way out there – thanks to the staff, parents and carers and 

most importantly, the students for their role in this! I was shocked to 

read a survey from the Department of Education which showed that 

92% of schools in England are struggling to fill EBacc vacancies; I am 

continually humbled by our track record of bucking that trend! 

It seems, based on a few examples this week, that much of the 

correspondence sent to parents and carers by letter, e-mail, note in 

Learning Diary or on social media is not getting to its intended 

destination. In fact, at one point, I was messaged by a parent who had 

taken their child’s word that some key messages had not been sent 

home by the Academy. After checking that they had, and conveying 

that to the messenger, they found that in fact it was in their child’s bag 

all along. Can I please remind parents and carers to check students’ 

bags every day – I came across a bag the other day, and in ascertaining 

who it belonged to, saw a huge number of Newsletters and letters that 

should have been taken home. As ever, if you have any queries, please 

contact us, check our Facebook and Twitter accounts, and most 

importantly, check their bags! 

We have seen a significant decrease in the Family Lunch arrears this 

week. I thank our Finance colleagues, Mrs Yates (who is, despite still 

getting to grips with our systems, proving a fantastic addition to the 

team) and Mrs. Attwood, our Finance Director, for looking into 

strategies to ensure that debt levels do not build up too high in the 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 28th January 2019.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 04/02/2019 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 4th 

February 

Cajun Vegetable Filled Khobez 
Flatbread (V) 

Roasted Corn on the Cob 
Sliced Carrots 

Cajun Vegetable Filled 
Khobez Flatbread (V) 

Roasted Corn on the Cob 
Sliced Carrots 

Fresh Red Apple 

Tuesday 5th 

February 

Red Tractor Chicken Burger & 
Bun 

Oven Baked Potato Wedges 
Baked Beans 

BBQ Quorn Fillet & Bun 
Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

Baked Beans 
Mini Jam Doughnut 

Wednesday 

6th February 

Roast Turkey & Gravy 
Roast Potatoes 
Sliced Carrots 

Roast Quorn Fillet & Gravy 
Roast Potatoes 
Sliced Carrots 

Red, Blackberry & 
Apple Crumble Slice 

Thursday 7th 

February 

Sweet Chilli Chicken 
Braised Rice 
Green Beans 

Sweet Chilli Vegetables (V) 
Braised Rice 
Green Beans 

Fresh Fruit Bag 

Friday 8th 

February 

Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Ketchup Sachets 

Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Baked Beans 
Ketchup Sachets 

Sweet Belgian 

Waffle 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

BACK IN TIME WITH BINSLEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
PACT (AGM) 

Monday 4th February 2019—19:00 

Ethos Week 

Monday 11th February—Friday 15th February 2019 

Parents’ Evening 3 

Tuesday 12th February 2019—15:30-19:30 

February Half Term 

Monday 18th February—Friday 22nd February 2019 

Year 9 Pathways 

Thursday 7th March—16:30-19:00 

INSET Day 

Friday 12th April 2019 

Academy closed to students. 

The winner of the last week’s Back in Time with Binsley was 
Katelyn Perri (7L2). Well Done Katelyn! 
 
The answer to the last week’s Back in Time with Binsley 
was: 
Winston Churchill 
 
The Back in Time with Binsley question this week is: 
On January 29th 1861 Kansas becomes the 34th US state. 
 
How many states are there in the USA today? 

 
 
 
 
 
There is a clue on the flag…. 
 
 
 

 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 
5th February at 3:05pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will 
be awarded for the winning entry draw. The Head of School’s 
decision is final in this matter. 

Jude Hudson 

8A1 

Josh Jordan 

8C1 

Arvin Gill 

8D1 
Amanvéer Bath 

8L1 

Rohan 
Thatal 

8S1 

Luis Booton 

9L1 


