
Weekly Newsletter 
HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

Tinker Farm Operatics’ ‘Night at the Movies’ over the next week. I am 

very proud to issue a Head of School Commendation, and hope that 
they only ‘break a leg’ on stage! 

Last half-term’s Parents’ Evening (doesn’t it seem like an age ago?) was 
an enormous success, with a parental turnout of over 90% (our best 

ever) - this reflects a staggering level of engagement with the Academy. 
However, I was slightly perturbed to see that Year 9 attendance was a 

little below our other years – these events are increasingly important as 

students grow through the Academy, and we approach Key Stage Four! 
Our Parent Academy Contact Team (PACT) did a fantastic job of 

providing refreshments, entertainment, and support at the event – it 
was wonderful to see them for this Monday’s PACT Meeting, where we 

were joined by Ms. Clegg of Q3 Academy Tipton: she will be responsible 
for their PACT at our sister site. It always makes me happy to see our 

PACT offer help and support to others – I could not ask for a more 

committed team. 

Friday saw our annual Remembrance Service, which is always a 

poignant highlight of the year. Kyle Byrne (9D2) joined Mr. Seaton to 
perform The Last Post this year, with all students observing the two-

minute silence impeccably. I am sure that you agree with the 
importance of recognising and remembering those who have gone 

before us, as we honour the legacy of the First World War on its 
centenary. In addition, Miss Williamson and Mr. Fulgence took a group 

of students to our Great Barr site – they were fabulous ambassadors, 

with many wearing their Cadets uniform. With that in mind, I also saw 
with pride that Abigail Clowes (8A2) and Shanna-Mai Taggart (9S1) took 

part in the Lions of the Great War parade in Smethwick last Saturday – 
thank you both! Please let us know about your child’s achievements 

outside of the Academy – we love hearing about them! 

There were some queries about our Autumn Challenge over the 

holidays, which I can address here. Students are given one Seasonal 

Challenge per term: Summer, Autumn and Spring. They are handed out 
at Parents’ Evening, with students having two holiday periods to explore 

the challenges. This forms part of students’ Independent Learning, 
which is an important point, as a small number of parents believe that 

students are not completing enough Independent Learning. As a 
reminder – students, once they complete their Core Independent 

Learning, should work to memorise their Quest for Knowledge (Q4K) 

booklets, read for at least 45 minutes a night, access Hegarty Maths, or 
work on their Seasonal Challenge. In Maths, for example, all students 

have been provided with individualised assessment feedback, so that 
they can focus on key topics in their extra-curricular work. If students 

are doing that each night, there should be no concerns about how much 

work they are doing at home! 

This week saw us launch the adverts for next year’s recruitment, as we 

seek to secure our Learning Consultants for the upcoming academic 
year. As you know, we like to recruit only those who embody our 

Academy’s ethos and exhibit the ‘Langley’ way – if you know of anyone 
who might be interested in visiting us, please share the adverts when 

you see them online! As we grow, we are only as strong as our students, 
and the team we have – I cannot wait to see who applies! 

Finally, I express my wish that all those who celebrated Diwali on 
Wednesday had a fabulous time – I hope everyone has a wonderful 
weekend! 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

After our extended half-term break, it 

has been a joy to welcome back our staff 
and students, many of whom used the 

break to take trips and travel away. One 
such staff member, who travelled to 

Venice, is Miss Binsley, who came back 
with an extra special item – an 

engagement ring! We congratulate Miss 

Binsley and her partner – I think you will 
agree that this is the most wonderful 

news! 

Though it was fantastic to have Mrs. 

Fields back to the Academy this week, our attendance has taken a bit of 
a slump recently –the magnificent efforts of the Year 7 team have been 

holding up some of the other years! We always provide any support we 

can, but what has been extremely concerning is the increasing number 
of requests for holidays during term time; on some occasions when we 

have called about an absence due to sickness, we have been met with 
international dialling codes, suggesting that there might be something 

disingenuous going on. Due to the way we have structured students’ 
days, we have been able to accommodate longer holidays and earlier 

starts (such as Christmas, and last half-term’s break), meaning you can 
book those flights and trips slightly earlier. What is simply unacceptable 

is when students are taken out of the Academy outside of these days. I 

read with interest the comments of Sean Harford, the National Director 

of Education for Ofsted, who reiterated a sentiment we believe in the 

Academy – students learn best when they are in school. 

A true delight this week was to welcome back a familiar face in a new 

role this week. Long-time readers of the Newsletter will recall Miss 
Quamar, who worked with us during our first year at the Academy. I am 

thrilled that this week, she has rejoined us, as our Office Manager and 

my P.A. Her warmth, professionalism, organisation and dedication will 
surely add to the team here – she really gets the ‘Langley’ way! I thank 

her particularly for her kindness this week, going above and beyond 
(whilst familiarising herself with the new role) and procuring some 

remedies for me, as I was not feeling 100%. 

Our Site Team continued to work tirelessly over the holiday period to 

refresh and develop parts of the Academy – Mr. Evans, Ms. Dawson and 

Mr. Davis simply do not stop! New carpets were fitted in the Pavilion, as 
well as some access control; the Design Steps were deep-cleaned and 

resealed; Mr. Evans was doing some sterling work, ensuring that key 
elements future of the Academy were provided for. 

Furthermore, you may have seen the new traffic calming measures put 
in place over the break – Sandwell Highways has successfully 

implemented a Red Route outside the front of the Academy, as well as 

our speed bumps, in an effort to control the speed of traffic, as well as 
the number of people parking on the road in the mornings and 

afternoons. Despite many comments on social media laying the blame 
for traffic on the roads at our parents and carers’ feet, I watched with 

pride on Monday, as our drop-offs were observed immaculately. I am 
pleased that the measures have been put in place, as they keep our 

children safe, and am very pleased with how they have been observed – 

I look forward to reading the raft of praise from local residents on this 
issue in the future! 

I love hearing about exploits of our students outside the Academy, 
particularly enjoying hearing about Olivia Jefferson (8L1), Charlie Bland 

(7D2), Isabel Sullivan (7S2) and Ruby Blount (7C1), who are to perform in 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 5th November 2018.  They were: 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 12/11/2018 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 12th 

November 

Grilled Peppered Chilli Chicken 
& Salsa 

Seasoned Wedges 
Baked Beans 

Southern Baked Quorn Burger 
(V) 

Seasoned Wedges 
Baked Beans 

Fresh Apple 

Tuesday 13th 

November 

Pork Sausages in Red Onion 
Gravy 

Mashed Potato 
Sliced Carrots 

Quorn Sausages in Red Onion 
Gravy (V) 

Mashed Potatoes 
Sliced Carrots 

Mini Chocolate 

Doughnut 

Wednesday 

14th 

November 

Cajun Chicken Wraps 
Potato Croquettes 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on the 
Cob 

Bean & Vegetable Wraps (V) 
Potato Croquettes 

Roasted Spicy Half Corn on the 
Cob 

Fruity Feast 
Flapjack 

Thursday 

15th 

November 

American Style Hot Dog 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Quorn Hot Dog (V) 
Hot Dog Rolls 

Relish 
Grated Cheese 

Seasoned Wedges 

Raspberry Jelly Pot 

Friday 16th 

November 

Oven Baked Breaded Pollock 
Chipped Potatoes 

Garden Peas 
Tartar Sauce 

Glamorgan Sausages (V) 
Chipped Potatoes 

Garden Peas 
Tartar Sauce 

Cocoa Brownie 

Cookie 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

 

RAHMAN’S RIDDLE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Lille Trip Parents’ Meeting 

Monday 26th November 2018—6pm 

P.A.C.T 

Monday 26th November 2018—7pm 

Christmas Fair 

Saturday 1st December 2018—12pm-3pm 

Parents’ Evening 2 

Tuesday 11th December 2018—3pm-7:30pm 

Lille Trip 

Friday 14th December 2018 

#WearItXmasDay 

Friday 14th December 2018 

Christmas Holiday 

Monday 17th December 2018—Friday 4th January 2019 

INSET Day 

Monday 7th January 2019 

The winner of last week’s Rahman’s Riddle was Ramanvir 
Marwa (7S2). Well Done Ramanvir! 
 
 
The Rahman’s Riddle for this week is: 
I have a slide but I’m not a playground. 
I have a lens but I’m not a camera. 
I can help you see cells but I’m not a prison guard. 
I have your eye  pressed to me but I’m not a telescope. 
I can be found in a laboratory but I’m not a Bunsen burner. 
 
What am I? 
 

 
Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tuesday 
13th November at 3:05pm. A Mars bar or financial equivalent will 
be awarded for the winning entry draw. The Head of School’s deci-
sion is final in this matter. 

James Crackett 

7A2 

Nishant Sohan 

7C2 

Imani Feeley  

7D2 

Alex Bradley-
James  

7L2 

Nathan 
Blake 

7S2 

Megan Gilbert  

9A1 


