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HEAD OF SCHOOL UPDATE 

for each Assessment Cycle – these are filled with knowledge, 
terminology and ideas that students must be aware of and 
have a knowledge of, as it will supplement their 
understanding in their Core subjects. 

I have been pleased to see students using their Q4K 
booklets during Family Breakfast, quizzing each other on 
the knowledge in there. I hope that this quizzing and testing 
component is supported at home as well – many parents 
and carers tell me of how much they enjoy quizzing their 
children! 

We have said this on many occasions, but perhaps it merits 
repeating here – we are an experienced, successful staff 
team, who are committed to developing your children in the 
best way. We have experienced many different approaches 
to Homework, and we feel that our Independent Learning 
system, supported and implemented in the right way, is ‘just 
right’ (the Goldilocks Principle). With that, and the amount of 
learning time students receive, there is no way that they 
cannot make fantastic progress! 

Continuing our focus on student development, we were 
saddened to see that several students returned to the 
Academy with haircuts not in line with our expectations. Our 
policy is clear – no ‘skin-fades’, no cuts below a Grade 1 and 
no extreme difference between the top and sides. We have 
been very clear about this. We never want to sanction 
students, but our stance is very straightforward. 

As Q3 Academy Langley grows, so our presence in the local 
community expands. This extends to car parking, which 
came up during conversations at Parents’ Evening. I 
encourage parents and carers to use the drop-off zone for 
picking up students, and to ensure that we are being 
considerate to other cars, and local residents. 

On Tuesday, our Year 8 Netball team defeated Perryfields 
13-5 – the improvement in the team this year has been truly 
thrilling to behold. A special mention must go to the 
students nominated as ‘Players of the Match’ – Jessie-Leigh 
Jenns (8L1) and Holly Blake (8S1) – Holly scored 11 goals! 

Finally, Mr Karim informs me that several parents/carers 
have contacted the Academy regarding their inability to 
access their child’s Classcharts feed, due to not having (or 
forgetting) the password. After speaking with Classcharts, 
we have learned that the only way to re-set the password is 
by logging on to a laptop or desktop, rather than through 
the app itself. We are more than happy to help if there are 
continued issues. With our new reward, Star of the Lesson, 
there’s even more opportunity to earn Q-Points! 

I wish all a great and safe Bonfire weekend – and we will see 
students back bright and early Monday morning! 

Peter Lee 

Head of School 

This time a week ago, I was 
relaxing on a sun lounger, 
enjoying time with my family – 
having to de-ice my car on 
Monday morning was certainly a 
reality check! However, the sunny 
smiles of our students warmed 
my heart on our return to the 
Academy – they really are 
fabulous young people! 

Our Academy Trust Christmas 
Card Competition was launched 

this week – I look forward to judging the entries! Our 
#WearItPink day on the final day of the half term raised over 
£300, a fantastic amount considering the size of our cohort. 
In addition, I was pleased to hear that Gabriel Dhillon-Powell 
(8C1) was lucky enough to be a mascot for West Bromwich 
Albion’s hard-fought defeat to Manchester City. We are 
always delighted to hear about our students’ exploits 
outside the Academy – you could be in a future newsletter… 

Next Friday marks Remembrance Friday, where students 
will observe a period of silent reflection outside, whilst Mr 
Seaton plays the Last Post on the trumpet. Any parents/
carers or relatives are welcome to join us to mark this time 
if they wish. Several students will also be representing us at 
our Great Barr site, to observe the Remembrance Service, 
and the official opening of the Grace Payne Aspiration 
Centre, dedicated to our Sponsor’s late wife (and a huge 
friend of the Academy). Poppies are on sale at Reception; I 
appreciate parents and carers for supporting students to 
purchase these in the next week. 

Our attendance figure is a source of great pride in the 
Academy, as we understand how important attendance is to 
learning and progress. I am always grateful to those parents 
and carers who support us (and through that process, their 
child’s learning) by not booking holidays during term-time. 
Our next break is on the 8th December: a week earlier than 
most schools. This gives the option for us all to secure a 
bumper holiday deal, whilst ensuring our children 
understand the critical role attendance plays. 

Parents’ Evening was a huge success, with approximately 
90% of parents and carers in attendance, particularly 
pleasing considering the Diwali celebrations taking place 
that night. With such an excellent turnout, a pleasing 177 
Parent View surveys were completed, supported by Mr 
Smith and Mr Caine, our fantastic IT team. One benefit of 
this forum is that I can address any issues that crop up in 
such surveys, with one being the feedback on Independent 
Learning (Homework), with a small number of parents/
carers expressing the opinion that it was not sufficient. 

Independent Learning is set each week, in each Core subject 
(English, Maths, Science, Humanities and MFL), taking the 
form of preparing for knowledge-based ‘quizzes’. 
Preparation for these quizzes should take no less time than 
45-60 minutes, as students need to work to ensure that they 
have a handle on everything they could be asked. In 
addition, we produce Quest for Knowledge (Q4K) booklets 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 30th October 2017.  They were: 

     Ellouise Sadler 

8A1 

Ameerah Hussain 

8C1 

Jaya-Marie Thomas 

8D1 

Eugenie Jackson 

8L1 

 Mehrine Hussain 

8S1 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 30/10/2017 

Day Meat Vegetarian Dessert 

Monday 

6th 

November 

Lamb Sausages 
Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 
Savoy Cabbage 

Linda McCartney Sausages (V) 
Mashed Potatoes 

Savoy Cabbage 
 

Fresh Fruit Bag 

Tuesday             

7th 

November 

Roast Chicken & Gravy 
Roasted New Potatoes 

Carrots 

Roasted Quorn Fillet (V) 
Roasted New Potatoes 

Carrots 
 

Belgian Waffle 

Wednesday       

8th 

November 

Chinese Chicken 
Five Spice Rice 

(Not Spicy) 

Stir Fry Vegetables (V) 
Five Spice Rice 

(Not Spicy) 
Chocolate Crunch 

Thursday            

9th 

November 

Fishwich 
(Battered White Fish Fillet) 

Boiled New Potatoes 
Peas 

Ratatouille (V) 
Boiled New Potatoes 

Peas 
 

Freshly Baked Cookie 

Friday                  

10th 

November 

Jacket Potatoes (V) 
Baked Beans 

Cheese 
Mixed Salad 

Jacket Potatoes (V) 
Baked Beans 

Cheese 
Mixed Salad 

Upside Down Cake 

(H) Suitable for Halal (V) Suitable for Vegetarians.  The menu is subject to change at short notice. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

SAHOTA’S SOLUTION 

 

P.A.C.T 

Monday 6th November 7pm-8pm 

Lille Trip Parents’ Meeting 

Monday 20th November 6pm-7pm 

Christmas Fête 

Saturday 2nd December 12pm-3pm 

Parents’ Evening 2 

Tuesday 5th December 

  

Unfortunately, there was no winner for Sahota’s Solution 

last week, so that makes it a double roll-over this week! 

 

This week’s Sahota’s Solution is: 

Two cars are travelling from A to B. 

The first car travels at an average speed of 40mph. 

The first car leaves A at 13:30 and arrives at B at 16:00 

The second car travels at an average speed of 50mph. 

If the second car sets off at the same time, how much earlier 

does the car arrive at B? 

 

Answers clearly labelled and returned to Reception by Tues-

day 7th November at 3:05pm. A Mars bar or financial equiv-

alent will be awarded for the winning entry draw. The Head 

of School’s decision is final in this matter. 

  


