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Starter Questions - Answers

1. Define Reincarnation ANSWER: successive cycles of birth, death and rebirth

2. Define Heaven ANSWER: dwelling place of God. A place with no sin, suffering or misery

3. Define Hell ANSWER: a place where unrepentant sinners go after death.

4. Define Purgatory ANSWER: a place where souls are purified in order that they can go to heaven

5. Define Transmigration of the soul ANSWER: a belief that the soul will pass from one body to another

6. What is a near-death experience? ANSWER: a personal or paranormal experience in which somebody is
very close to death

7. Give a quote that provides evidence for Christians that there is life after death. ANSWER: ‘I am the way, the
truth, the life. No one comes to the father except through me”
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Below are your tasks for the next seven days in the subject listed above.

Watch & Read: Unit 4 — Matters of Life and Death: Euthanasia
Present New Information:

* Students must go to the following websites and watch the video clips:

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/view-classroom-euthanasia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BozCApJNKTO

Apply:

* Read Page 33 of Religious Studies B Revision Guide. Title: Euthanasia
* Mind map all key points
* Make a glossary of key terms and words



https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/view-classroom-euthanasia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BozCApJNkT0
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following pages

Read the

4.6 Euthanasia

+ Tounderstand Christlan teachings and beliefs about euthanasia,

¢ Tounderstand athelst and Humanist attitudes towards euthanasis and Christian responses (o these views,
¢ Tounderstand Christian support for bospéce care ns an alterative to authanasis,

What is euthanasia?

Euthanasia is o term used 1o describe the act of ending
& person'’s life, or allowing them ta die, in arder to relieve
pain and suffering, It can also be relerred 1o as assisted
dying The word euthanasia comes from the Greek ward
euthonates and means good” or ‘easy” death, A person
who undergoes euthanasia is usually extremely 11l with
an Incusable condition, There are alsa other situations
where someone might want their life to be ended In
many cases, euthanasa ls carried oot at the person'’s
request. This is called voluntary euthanasia. These are
several drcumstances that could be chassed a3 voluntary
euthanasa, such os:

o someone asking for help to end their life

o dedining potentially lIle-saving treatment, Including
resuscitation

+ refusing to eat or deink

o requesting medical treatment Is stopped, o Iife
support machines are switched off,

At other times, & person may be 1oo |1l to communicate
their wishes and the decision s made by their next of
kin and/oe other relatives, health professionats or the
courts This is called non-voluntary euthanasia For
example, the decision by relatives to switch off a life-
support machine of someanse who i in a coma could
result in nea-voluntary euthanasia

Some people prepare a living will in case they become
Il and cannot comemunicate their wishes. A living will Is
2 dacument that sets aut how you want 1o be treated
and cared for In the event of particular circumstances,
but are unable 10 let people know this at the time, 4
iving will is not legally binding, but it caukd be taken
Into consideration when determining treatment and
“care for soeneane who is Unable 10 sy what they want
tofappen

The way that euthanasia is carried out can either

be actively or passively. Active euthanasia is when
someone such as a medil professional deliberately
does something ta make the patient die, such as
ghving them a lethal dose of drugs. Passive euthanasla
happens when death of the patient occurs because
sameans such as a doctar does not do something that
Is necessary to keep them alive or when they stop doing
something that is keeping the patient alive, such as
not carrying out artificial respiration on a terminally il
patlent ar switching off a ife-support machine

Euthanasla Is a complex moral 1ssue and peoplé can
M viery different views on the ssue regardiess

of whethmr they ame religious or not. Many people

make a moral distingtan between active and passive
vuthanasio, They say that tieve is o massive difference
Sotsen delibarately kilag » patlent and withholding
freodruent 10 Iek ther au Some peogte, like doctors,
e prefer the ides of
PRSI STt o fo wr e wunenasia, This is because
(hey el Suihl the wiahes of a very I8 patient who does
POt want 16 prolong ties Wle and wishes to die without
deliberately liNag therm. ‘Do not resuscitate’ requests
are an cxample of passive sathanasia,

PSS Q00 Close reda Anes

Qthers might argue that lettng someone die as
opposed ta deliberately killing them might make
people feel better but it s still wiong. This |s because
they beliewe that human beings, particularly medical
professianals, have a respansibility to preserve and save
lives whenever they can. They may also say that morally
the distinction batween active and passive suthanasia
1s meaningless Because they both still involve a
deliberate decision either ta do or not to do something,
which results in the death of ancther person, albeit far
compasslenate reasons. There are also peopke who say
that active euthanasia is more humane than passive
euthanasia, as passive euthanasia can result in a much:
stawer and more painful death foe people. i
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The law and euthanasia
Euthanasia can be considered as mansiauphter o¢

N () - g
deperding upon the troumstances, it is illegatin a..mE..MQ
and in most cther Countries in the ward. Atbange, Delgiuen
the Netherlands and Switzerland are EMENg the wery few .
countries thit hine laws allowing euthanasia

n September 2015 there was an attemgt 1o change the

law on euthanasia in the UK thraugh 1he presentation of

the Assisted Dying Bill. This was rejected by Piclain

Dignity in Dying

Dignity in Dying is & national membership arganisation
that campaigns 1o moke assisted dying, authanasis,

a legal aption foe terminally ill, mentally competent
adules’ in the UK, They believe that subject to certain
safeguards, ‘everyone has the right 1o a dignified death’,
which means that each individual should have

+ Chaice aver where we die, wha is present and ayr
Lreatment options
» Arcess to expert infarmaticn on our cotions. go0d
quality end-al-fe care, and suppoe far loved ones
and carers,
« Contrel over haw we die, eut spmptars and pan
reliel, and planning ous awt tests
(Source: hetpy/wwwDignityinda o e 2o iy
Drgnity in Dying maintams that thar reedito be 2
change in the law to prevent dyisg pecaie 1Ly
against theit wishes at the and of thew lile:ant making
dé&cisions without having properadyice from neglabeirs
professionals, It would also prevent oying pecpie Lylng
10 take matters into thalr owm hands, peips trying
to persuade thelr famdies 1o hop them, They sy Lhat
~ people who can afford to cureatly (el abroad 10
countries wheye elthanasia fs lega: 10 £ad their lives.
- Appeoximately one person 3 fartright is thought 1o go
ta Switzerland to do this.

 Different Christian teachings about euthanasia
 The Bible does not specificatly mention euthanasia.

- Hownver, it does underpin the Chrstian belief in the

- sanceity of life, which is refevant to this issue. Most
_v_.Q_.sz_u are oppased to euthanasia or assisted dying,

_ Chiistianity teaches that human life s precious, a gift froen
Godwhich should not be vialated. The value of buman
ﬂaw&;?a&iozal the Ten Commandments, in the
Biblke, which states “Thou shalt nat kill: They also baliom

that God has a plan for everyuoe and that good and bad:
{trouble} and irth and death are part of that plan Qrdy
Cod wha created life has the authority ta end life no
Matier Tow bad the criumstances might be.

wgo (hristians belleve this idea (s Hlustrated in the
beak of jobin the Bible, which describes atimeof
extreme pain and sulfering expanianced by Job and his
wifie. In Job 2:1-8, Satan chalienges God by claiming
that a man will give up eventually If he suffers enough
Pain. God gives Satan permyssion ta test this theory on
Job After Job is biuedened with pain all cver his body,
Jobi's wife suggests he gve up and euwrss Ged for their
suffering However, job argues that his life has sbways
been in God's hands and, because they have received
bath good and bad from God in the past, he trusts in
God's will. 45 a result, jok maintains his Integrity as a
servant of God and does not fall into the trap set by
3atan by giving up or taking his awn life

Hiés wike said to b, re you sl maintainiing year
iy e God ard i
=~%.§82£§na?a§3§%&=f
- dccep! goed from God and not troubie? In all this fob did
ot SN 0 what he sard, {Job 29-104

The Chuth of England is strongly opposed to suthanasia
d__ngaﬁggagoa 15 SSue is set out
I 15 0o posice ta the Assisted Dying Bill in 2015

> Individunls must e cared for and protected
evenif.at times, this calls for sacrifice on the part of
others, . We must choose what sort of socety we wish
thedr utlity erone i wifch every person (s supportad
protected and cherished even if ot times. they fail to
chorish themselves. .. Better azcess to high quality.
halistic paifictive cang, greater support fov carers and
enhanced end of life services are the hallmarks of a truly
COMPasHonale socely and it is 6o those ends that aur
energies must be directed.
{Rey Dz Brendan McCarthy, The Church of England
‘natianal adviser on medical echksy

- Similarly, the Roman Catholic Church teaches that

euthanasia s morally wrang. Pope John Paul Il referred
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Figure &3 Whose lile is it anywey? Is
volntary euthanasia § moeally correct
hoice?

following pages
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... Humanist concern Jorquality
oflife and respect for persanal
autonomy ead 1o the view thee
(7 Mmarty circumstances wauiary
euthanasia s the merally right
course: People should have the
rpht [0 choase a painfess and
dignified end either ot the time or
beforehand perfaps i a Hiving
will, The right circumnstances
might nclude: extreme pain and
suffering: heiplessness and doss of
personal dighity: perrnanent boss of
thae things which have mady ife
warth Mving for this indeadual, |
individuas should be allawnd fo
decide ore such personal matters
for themselves. While humanists
generally support voluntary
euthanasia, they olso uphold
the need for certoln saféguards
These may Incluite counselling, the
prevention of pressure on patients,
claar witressed instruckions from
the patienst, the invalvement of
several doctars, no reasonable hopse
of recovery. (British Humanist
Assotiation)

>

I it a5 '8 grave vickation of the law of God| However, pacple have 3 q..n..,

to refuse apgrossive and extraordinary medical trestments  they wish g,
They may alsa Lake medicines such a5 painkillers that could shorten their g,
providing the aim Is to relieve pain ard nat Lo hasten death, This s known
a5 the Doctrine of Doubde Effect. The Dactrine of Double Effoct 35 whan
semething moralfy good, such as puing paen relief, has an unwanted sde
effect which & maorslly bad: the desth of the patient.

The Roman Catholic Church sets aut the Churches formal teaching on
euthanasia in the Catechism of the Roman Cathelc Cnurch. The Catechism
Is an explanation of Catholic beliefs based on the Bible and the tragstioes of
the Roman Catholic Church _

Humanist and atheist attitudes towards euthanasia
Genetally, Humanists suppart voluntary euthanasia. They believe that ungler
SoMe droumstances, subject 1o certaln safeguards, it may be morally the
AEht thing 1o do. Mumanists do nat believe in God 50 they do not belinve
that only God can decide when and how people die. Many atheists would
3155 agroe with this view. Humanists and atheists believe human beings
have 3 fundamental right 1o die with digaity In 3 way that they have chosen

Christion responses to these views

Mast Chrstians woold dissgree with Humanist and atheist views about
euthanasia. This is bacause they believe in the sanctity of life. Life is a pf
fram God. Cnly God whe created life can take life away. Free will does not
ghe human beings the nght to take away life. riot cven their own. Christians
ArgLe that everyonss life is of value 1o God eyer in the midst of pan

and suffering, They also belleve thal stewardshin means that they have 5
responsility to pratect the wWoRY and yulnergale In wor why, Maryy ﬁ_._lwduzw

Hink that legaising voluntary cathanass coul os that people fee
pressured to end thele lives sa they dre not | "0 Thesir family; a right
to-die becomes a duty to dist it cocid alzo entia o s Lo involuntary

ecthanesia Deing seen.as anceptabln

Hospice care

Most Chnstians and nanChristians who o5agree with euthanasia would
suppart hospice care &3 an altérmative 1o gssiaed dying The purpose of
.:o.ﬁow careis b Improwe the quality of life for poople wha have an incrable
Wness and Itis often peovided by charites. It is particular style of care, which
aims to meet all of the medical emotional, social, practical, psychologicat and
spiritual needs of the person who is il plus the needs of the person’s family
and carers. Hospice care can vegin when a person |s firse diagrased as being
terminally & and ends when they die, it can take place at home oe in another
setting such a5 & care home or 3 PuROs2-bullt haspice, Yoy may have 3 hospice
near your school ar where yay |fwe. Peogle who disagree with euthanasia argue.
that baspice care can provide a suitable alternative. .

Hospice cane does not have 10 be Continuous. People may feel that they can
take a break from hospice care if their condition is stable and they are feeing &

-



right. Hospices can also provide what is known as respite
care for a terminally il persen if their carers need a break
or are unable to care for them for a short time. Hospice
care also includes palliative care. Palliative care is medical
care that provides people who are terminally ill with relief

from their symptoms, pain and physical and mental stress.

The modern hospice care movement was founded by
a Christian, Dame Cecily Saunders, who established St
Christopher’s Hospice in south west London. She also

initiated the idea of palliative care.
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Task 1 — Answer all questions e

Think Back:

1. What is a remembered life?

2. Why do some people regard near death experiences as proof that
there is life after death?

3. How might Christians respond to non-religious arguments against
life after death?

This Week:

4. How would you explain euthanasia to a student in Yr5?

5. Why are Christians opposed to euthanasia and what might they
put forward as an alternative?

6. What arguments do people put forward in favour of euthanasia?
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Task 2 — complete all questions ACADEMY
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Starter Questions

1. Define Euthanasia.

2. What is hospice care?

3. What is the Doctrine of
Double Effect?

4. What does it mean to die

with dignity?

. What is Active Euthanasia?

. What is Passive Euthanasia?

7. What is Voluntary
Euthanasia?

o~ On

8. What is involuntary
Euthanasia?

Intermediate Questions

Q. What kind of safeguards do you think ‘Dying with Dignity’ might want to see put
in place if assisted dying was made legal?

10. Why do you think some people say that making voluntary euthanasia legal in
the UK would open the doors/pave the way for the legalisation or downgrading

of the criminal act of involuntary euthanasia?

Challenge Task: GCSE Exam Qs

11. Explain two reasons why most Christians are opposed to euthanasia (5marks)

\

Ask a parent/carer to email me your answers to
these questions.

Salexander@q3langley.org.uk




